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COIN BOARDS BOD SALE I recently made a sizable purchase of nice coin boards. This, combined with a 
few scattered buys in previous months, has resulted in a pretty good list to accompany this newsletter. There are 
some scarce and high grade boards to be found, and I expect to have few left by the next newsletter. 


MADBET AOTIVITT There were several eBay listings of coin boards in the past quarter, none of them for 
rare items. Most featured common Whitman boards from the Second, Fourth and Y Editions. Some failed to sell, 
but the slightly scarce Whitman Second Edition board for Liberty Standing Half Dollars brought a good price for 
the venue. Another nice entry was an Oberwise board for Liberty Head Dimes that included a clean vendor stamp 
that was new to me: University Stamp & Coin Shop in Seattle. The shipping charge was on the high side, and I 
ended up as the underbidder. I hope one of you snagged this prize. Several boards were nearly complete with coins, 
and the prices realized give no clue as the values of the boards alone. I sold seven such boards myself, all of them in 
lower grades. This has helped me clear out some of the unwanted coins I’ve acquired buying partially filled boards, 
and I plan to offer a few more. I will not use high grade boards, since removing the coins could damage them. 


NEW CCIN DCADD DLDLISDED IN TCWN The excitement of the 1930s lives again, as a new 
publisher of coin boards is offering several titles at reasonable prices. Board collector Mark Mally has produced his 
own line which includes entirely new titles, such as that for Eranklin Halves. I’m attaching a photo of this board. 
Also available now are ones for Indian Head Cents and the complete Lincoln Cent series (three pieces). Other titles 
will be released soon. Contact Mark at mallyccb @ gmail.com or write to 1 12 W. Main Street, Stony Point, NY 10980. 


SDCW yCLD CCIN DCADD DDIDE! In CBN #34 I made an appeal to all readers to exhibit their coin 
boards at shows or other venues, and longtime reader Donald Kocken stepped up to meet this challenge. His 
extensive coin board display at the recent Numismatists of Wisconsin (NOW) show in lola drew high praise and 
made many persons aware of this hobby for the first time. I’m including a couple photos of Donald and wife Marie 
at the show with their exhibit. Let’s hope that others can answer the call, too. 

DATENT CDANTED This is not big news, since its approval came in 1937. Reader Chris Buck sent me a 
link to a patent granted to Lrank Koehler (of Earl & Koehler coin board fame) for a new type of pinball machine. 
He was in the game and arcade business before partnering with Ben Earl, and this is a nice historical tie-in item. 
I’m attaching a pdf of the patent to this newsletter. 

BCCE LDDATES Eor the first time since this newsletter began more than seven years ago the past quarter 
has produced not a single new or revised entry. That’s not to say that more won’t be found, but the pace has 
certainly slowed down recently. As a consolation. I’m including with this newsletter a photo of an Oberwise board 
on which his change of address from 1308 South Vermont Street to 1317 across the street was noted by hand. 

CN TEE DCAD AGAIN? T m not currently committed to working any upcoming coin shows, but I may yet 
be at the ANA Convention in Rosemont, Illinois. Check with me when we get closer, and I should have an answer. 

Dave 


David W. Lange POB 1 10022 Lakewood Ranch, EL 3421 1 941-586-8670 coincollectingboards.com 



Great Book! 


The National Coin Album Story 



Numismatic researcher David W. Lange has written Coin Collecting Albums - A Complete History & Catalog 
Volume One: The National Coin Album & Related Products of Beistle, Raymond & Meghrig. This is the only 
book to study The National Coin Album series and other coin holders produced by these three publishers. Richly 
illustrated, it is nearly 300 pages long, including 80 pages in full color. Published at $75, this beautiful book is 
now being offered at $59.95 plus $10 for priority mail shipping in a sturdy box. 

Author David W. Lange is also offering a close-out special on his previous book. Coin Collecting Boards of the 
1930s & 1940s: A Complete History, Catalog and Value Guide. Published at $39.95, this title is now just $19.95. 
Both books are published by Lange’s own PennyBoard Press. 

Mail orders must include $10 for priority mail shipping of the new coin album book. Shipping for the 
older book alone is $5 by media mail. If both books are ordered together, the shipping cost for both is $10 by 
priority mail. All books purchased from David W. Lange will be signed, and personalized inscriptions are 
available upon request. Payment by check made out to David W. Lange or via PayPal to langedw@msn.com. 

David W. Lange may be contacted at POB 110022, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211 or by email at 
langedw @ msn.com . His website address is coincollectingboards.com , and from this site he also buys and sells 
vintage coin boards. 
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MALLY COIN BOARD 


Date: 


Invoice #: 
Customer Name 


MARK MALLY 
MALLY COIN BOARD 
112 WEST MAUN ST 
STONY POINT, NY, 10980 


Qty 

Description 

Unit Price 


INDIAN HEAD BOARD 

$ 9.00 


LINCOLN HEAD BOARD 1909-1940 

9.00 


LINCOLN HEAD BOARD 1941-1975 

9.00 


LINCOLN HEAD BOARD 1976-2014 

9.00 


FRANKLIN HALF- DOLLAR BOARD 

7.00 


INDIAN HEAD BOARD DINGED CORNER 

7.00 





shipping for 1 board 

4.00 


shipping for 2 boards 

7.00 


shipping for 3 boards 

9.00 


shipping for 4 boards 

9.00 


shipping for 5 boards 

9.00 





























Subtotal 


Total 


ACCEPTABLE PAYMENT OPTIONS ARE PERSONAL CHECK, PAYPAL AND MONEY ORDER 


IF YOU'D LIKE MORE THEN 5 BOARDS PLEASE EMAIL FOR PRICING 






Line Total 

































Patented Feb. 16, 1937 


2 , 070,948 


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

2,070,948 

MARBLE GAME APPARATUS 
Frank Koehler, Portland, Oregr. 

Application October 12, 1935, Serial No. 44,665 
3 Claims. (Cl. 273—122) 


The invention relates to a game apparatus, and 
more particularly to that classed as pin and 
marble game boards, and it has for its main ob- 
ject the provision of an apparatus of this kind 
5 which introduces a fascinating development in 
the projection of the marbles. 

Another object of the invention is to material- 
ize the special development in the form of can- 
non-like units which will be adapted for repro- 
jo jecting such of the marbles as become located in 
front of the units, this action being without the 
aid of the player, but by means of an electrical 
control actuated by the marbles. 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
15 in a device of the character described reproject- 
ing means for the propulsion of such marbles as 
have been projected onto the game board by the 
player, whereby to create more or less hazardous 
scoring possibilities for the marbles. 

20 A still further object of the invention is to 
provide automatic reprojecting means of the 
type mentioned above, and electrical controls 
therefor so arranged that a given marble located 
in front of one of said reprojecting units will be 
25 sent forward by the latter on a further trip up 
the board by the effect of another marble Upon 
the control. 

A still further object of this invention is to 
provide in a game apparatus of the character de- 
30 scribed electrically operated means controlled by 
a ball projected onto the board for back rolling 
a previously played ball, so that it rolls up the 
board. 

A still further object of this invention is to 
35 provide a game apparatus of the character de- 
scribed which will be simple in construction, as- 
sembly and operation, which may be constructed 

along lines convenient for low cost manufacture 

and which will be highly efficient for carrying out 
the purposes for which it is designed. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view 
which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction, arrangement atid combination of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing, and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims, it being un- 
derstood that various changes in the form, pro- 
portion, size and minor details of the structure 
V may be made without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the in- 
vention. 

For the purpose of facilitating an understand- 
55 ing of my invention, I have illustrated in the ac- 
companying drawing, a preferred embodiment 
thereof, from an inspection of which when con- 
sidered in connection with the following descrip- 
tion, my invention, its mode of construction, as- 
60 sembly and operation, and many of its advan- 


tages should be readily understood and appre- 
ciated. 

Referring to the drawings in which the same 
characters of reference are employed to indicate 
corresponding or similar parts throughout the 5 
several figures of the drawing: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a game board 
embodying my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view through 
the same taken substantially on line 2 — 2 of 10 
Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a diagrammatic view of an electrical 
circuit employed in the apparatus. 

In the development of the many pin games now 
on the market, the ball or marble deposited by 15 
the player usually follows a course determined 
by its speed, the inclination of the board and the 
obstacles or guides located thereon. In other 
words, the marble proceeds on its course without 
any new aid or impetus except for a possible re- 20 
bound from the obstacle. This, however, adds 
little, if any, force to keep that marble going, 
and its progress again becomes dependent on an 
inclination of the board. In fact, this inclination 
forces by gravity the marble towards lower and 25 
lower levels with the more frequent chance for it 
to drop into an out-hole or become lost. In the 
development of the present apparatus, it has been 
the intent to renew and prolong the activity of 
each marble, thereby greatly enhancing its scor- 30 
ing possibilities. 

In accordance with the foregoing, the appara- 
tus of the present embodiment includes the usual 
inclined board 10 provided with a suitable playing 
surface, which board is disposed within a suitable 35 
casing having a glass top whereby access may not 
be had to the playing surface. The board 10 is 
provided with a plurality of score holes or pockets 
f 2 and an arrangement of pins or studs 13 con- 
sistent with the layout of the game. 40 

The board has the usual perforated slide 14 
disposed below the same, which slide is shown in 
its clearing position in Fig. 2, whereby the marbles 
disposed on the playing field may be permitted 
to drop into a return chute 15. The apparatus 45 
has associated with it a suitable coin chute of 
conventional construction designated generally 
by the reference character 16 as well as a pro- 
jecting plunger designated by the reference char- 
acter (7^. Associated with the device is also a 50 
suitable elevating means of suitable and con- 
ventional construction ( not shown ) for the pur- 
pose of elevating the marbles or balls in posi- 
tion for actuation by the plimger 

With the game board inclined as shown, a 55 
marble at the upper end may roll into either of 
two arch ornaments 16. The floor under each 
arch receives a spring blade 1 7 having rear 
branches 1 7^ secured to the board of screws or 
other fastening means. The fore part of the 60 
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blade is slightly elevated and is disposed directly 
above a contact post 18 securely lodged in the 
board. It follows that the passage of the marble 
through the arch (6 causes the blade 17 to be- 
5 come depressed and bear on the contacting post 
1 8 thereby closing a switch in an electrical circuit 
employed with the game apparatus. 

The switch just described has the effect of 
actuating a solenoid encased in a miniature 
10 cannon structure 20, said solenoid having its 
plunger at (9^ disposed in position to be projected 
from the solenoid with a rapid stroke approxi- 
mately one inch in length. The plunger 13^ is 
returned to its inactive position by a spring ar- 
15 ranged within the solenoid casing (not shown) , 
this occurring as soon as the marble has rolled 
off the switch 17. 

The solenoids 19 are in a pair near the sides of 
the board and along the center of the board and 
20 near its lower end is arranged another pair of 
solenoids designated by the reference character 
21, said last mentioned solenoid being constructed 
substantially identical as the previous pair, but 
as shown in Fig. 1, are spaced more closely in 
26 lateral relation. The switches for actuating the 
solenoids 2 1 are arranged so that they will be 
actuated by the marble approaching the solenoid 
for reprojecting the said marble. In the embodi- 
ment illustrated, each switch consists of an angle 
30 lever which is pivoted at 22 in the corner of its 
angle and presents one arm 22^ in front of the 
solenoid 21 in a position below the plunger there- 
of, and the other arm, 22^ of the switch lever 
terminates opposite the fixed contact post 23. 
35 Thus, when the arm 22a is moved towards the 
solenoid, the arm 22 ^ will make an electrical con- 
tact with the post 23 energizing the solenoid. 

When the player starts a marble on its way by 
imparting desired momentum thereto by means 
40 of the plunger ! 7^, the marble proceeds along 
the usual runway at the side of the board, 
traveling past a return check 17^ and rounding 
the curve I Qa at the upper end of the board. If 
the marble stops in the center it may proceed 
45 downwardly and roll into any of the score pockets 
located in the center field of the board and rated 
in points as marked. 

On the other hand, should the marble take a 
lateral course, it will run through one of the 
60 arches 16 and then into the center of the board. 
Here it may find a score pocket or proceed down- 
wardly on the playing field to be deposited be- 
tween a pair of guide strips 24 leading to one 
of the solenoids 21. In approaching the latter, 
65 the marble will first meet and impinge upon the 
plunger of the solenoid, which plunger will in 
turn engage the arm 22^ thereby closing the 
contact between the arm 22^ and post 23 with 
the result that the solenoid associated with the 
60 particular switch just closed will be energized 
and will immediately impart a quick stroke to its 
plunger. This actuation of the plunger will re- 
project the marble with more or less speed into 
the field of score pockets for a new chance to 
65 score. 

In actual play, it will often happen that a 
marble may in its original or re-impelled course 
roll laterally and come to a stop in front of one 
of the solenoids 19. Ordinarily, such a marble 
70 will be considered as dropped at this point in the 
field, but the provision of the switch 17 enables 
the player to get the marble out of the trap and 


into useful motion. This may be accomplished by 
projecting a second marble by means of the 
plunger 17^ onto the playing field with the object 
of causing the said second projected marble to 
roll through the arches *8, thereby actuating the .5 
switch 17 for energizing . the solenoid J9 to cause 
the same to reproject the marble disposed in front 
of the same. This, of course, would reproject the 
trapped marble against the curved guides 25, 
which guides would be effective for directing the 10 
marble through the runway 27 into a field of 
score pockets arranged at the bottom of the play- 
ing board, together with cumulative elongated 
pockets disposed alongside the solenoids 21. 

In case the player’s marble supply is exhausted 15 
before he has been able to release or actuate the 
marbles trapped in front of the solenoids 19, the 
said trapped marbles will be held there until the 
next game. By reason of the above arrangement 
it will be apparent that high scores may be ob- 20 
tained by the player first ‘loading” the miniature 
cannons (9 by placing in front of them marbles 
and then bringing about the reprojection of said 
trapped marbles by causing later projected 
marbles to actuate the switches 17. 25 

The electrical diagram of Fig. 3 is self-explan- 
atory, and it will be seen that I have provided an 
apparatus which introduces the fascinating ele- 
ment of the automatic miniature cannons which 
permit a trapped marble to be reprojected into 30 
the field of scoring pockets by the proper and skill- 
ful manipulation of later projected marbles. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of 
construction, and assembly, and many of its ad- 
vantages should be readily understood from the 35 
foregoing without further description, and it 
should also be manifest that while a preferred 
embodiment of the invention has been shown and 
described for illustrative purposes, the structural 
details are nevertheless capable of wide variation 40 
within the purview of my invention as defined in 
the appended claims. 

What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. In a game of the character described, the 45 
combination of an elongated, longitudinally in- 
clined playing board having means associated 
there^th forming a longitudinal series of ball 
retaining object holes, means for projecting a 
group of balls, one at a time, to the upper end 50 
of the board for gravitation down the board and 
electrically operated means controlled by a ball 
projected onto the board for back rolling a pre- 
viously played ball so that it rolls up the board. 

2. In a game of the character described, the 55 
combination of an elongated, longitudinally in- 
clined playing board formed with a longitudinal 
series of marble retaining pockets, means for pro- 
jecting a group of marbles, one at a time, to the 
upper end of the board for gravitation down the 60 
latter, a control on the board and adapted to be 
actuated by a descending marble, and means 
energized by said control to impel a previously 
played marble so that it rolls up the board. 

3. The structure of claim 2, an electrical cir- 65 
cuit, said second mentioned means being the 
plunger of a solenoid in the circuit, and said con- 
trol being a switch which is closed by the rolling 

of the first mentioned marble over it while in the 
course of descent. 70 

PRANK KOEHLER. 



Great Book! 

The National Coin Album Story 



Numismatic researcher David W. Lange has written Coin Collecting Albums - A Complete History & Catalog 
Volume One: The National Coin Album & Related Products of Beistle, Raymond & Meghrig. This is the only 
book to study The National Coin Album series and other coin holders produced by these three publishers. Richly 
illustrated, it is nearly 300 pages long, including 80 pages in full color. Published at $75, this beautiful book is 
now being offered at $59.95 plus $10 for priority mail shipping in a sturdy box. 

Author David W. Lange is also offering a close-out special on his previous book. Coin Collecting Boards of the 
1930s & 1940s: A Complete History, Catalog and Value Guide. Published at $39.95, this title is now just $20. Both 
books are published by Lange’s own PennyBoard Press. 

Mail orders must include $10 for priority mail shipping of the new coin album book. Shipping for the 
older book alone is $5 by media mail. If both books are ordered together, the shipping cost for both is $12 by 
priority mail. All books purchased from David W. Lange will be signed, and personalized inscriptions are 
available upon request. Payment by check made out to David W. Lange or via PayPal to langedw@msn.com. 

David W. Lange may be contacted at POB 110022, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211 or by email at 
langedw @ msn.com . His website address is coincollectingboards.com , and from this site he also buys and sells 
vintage coin boards. 


